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EWSRELEASE

tSD

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
CONTACT : SARAS . FINN
TELEPHONE : 714 -291 -6480 / EXT . 354
ADDR ESS : RM . 266 D E SAL ES HALL, ALCALA PARK , SAN DIEGO, CA 92110

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEJ\.SE
MENTAL PATIENT ADVOCJ\.CY PROGR1\M ANNOUNCED

On Tuesday, February 22, 1977, the San Diego County Board of
Supervisors entered into a contract with the UnivEirsity of San
Di e go to establish a Patient Advocacy Program.

The Universi t y,

through its Law Institute, will provide a county Wide program of
patient advocacy for people (including children) receiving
psychiatric care in the county's 116 hospital,
and licensed group residential settings.

skilled nursing,

The program will ensure

that the statutory and constitutional rights of the patients are
widely understood, observed, and protected, and that these rights
are denied only for good cause as authorized by law.
these rights are:

Exampl e s of

the right to see visitors each day, to ma ke

and receive confidential tele phone calls, to mail and receiv e
unopened correspondence, and to refuse psychosurgery and s hock
treatment.
The program will receive, investigate, and resolve

ccm r, laints

of the patients or their relatives and will act as an advocate
on behalf of those patients who are unable to register a complai nt
because of their mental or physical condition.

The program i s -1l s o

(
responsible for assisting in the training of staff of the facilities
r e garding patients' rights.
Alcal a Park/ San Diego, Cal ifornia 92110 / (714) 291 -6480

The Patient Advocacy Program will be housed at the University
of San Diego School of Law.

The program staff will include a

Chief Patients' Advocate and two Patients' Advocates.

Ms-Terry

Lee Briggs has been designated the Chief Patients' Advocate.

Ms.

Briggs is currently a full-time instructor of Psychology at
Grossmont College and a part-time law student at the University
of San Diego School of Law.

She will take a leave of absence in

order to assume the responsibilities of her new position.
Grant Morris and Rodney Jones will serve as Patient!!' Advocates.
Grant Morris is a professor of law at the University of San Diego

(
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School of Law, where he teaches a course in Law and Mental Disorder

I

i
I

and co-directs the Mental Health Law Clinic.

He recently chaired

the Task Force on Emergency Mental Health Services of the San Dieqo
County Mental Health Advisory Board.

Rodney Jones is an Associate

Professor of Law at the Urli versi ty of San Diego.

He co-directs

the Mental Health Law Cliriic and teaches a course in Interviewing,
Coun s eling, and Negotiatic::m with a psychologist.

He also served

on the Ta sk Force on Emergency Mental Health Services.
The Program will als,:, employ a Program Management Assistant
and several Patients' Advocate Assistants.

The Patient Advocate

Assistants will have training in law, social work, and/or psychology/
psychiatry and will assist in the posting of notices of patients'
rights, in notifying patients of their rights, and in training
facility staff members.

The Patient Advocacy Program will begin March 22 and will
be ready to receive and investigate complaints by April 4, 1977.

* * * * *

For further information about this news release, contact
Ms. Terry Briggs, 440-1645 or 465-1700, ext. 203 (leave message).
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